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of all the current discussion about 
women not being in prestigious posi-
tions, she was a giant for her time. She 
and Ruth Freinkel have been the only 
two women editors of the Journal, 
which tells us we still have some work 
to do.
I am proud to have been given the 
opportunity to lead the Journal for five 
years and am confident the JID will 
continue to be recognized as a presti-
gious scientific publication. Sometime 
in the near future, however, paper 
journals may begin to disappear. It 
will be a challenge to keep the read-
ership loyal to the JID and not merely 
flipping through the titles of papers on 
a computer screen. I am confident that 
this challenge will be met by future 
editors as the process evolves and, in 
the end, may result in the JID being 
read by a larger audience.
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I was editor of the Journal of Investigative 
Dermatology (JID) from mid-1987 to mid-
1992, a period that coincided with the 
transformation of biomedical research by 
molecular biology and molecular genet-
ics. During these years, the JID grew in 
size and scope and enjoyed the broad 
and committed support of the member-
ship of both the Society for Investigative 
Dermatology (SID) and the European 
Society for Dermatological Research 
(ESDR), for which it was the official jour-
nal. More importantly, it became recog-
nized by a new generation of molecular 
biologists and geneticists as an attractive 
venue for the publication of research 
findings in basic cutaneous biology. Our 
editorial board solidified support for the 
journal among our traditional constitu-
ency in the ESDR and SID, making it an 
effort of true collaboration between the 
two societies.
My plan for management of the JID 
had four components: to publish a fif-
tieth anniversary issue, to computerize 
the review process, to expand the size 
and profitability of the journal, and to 
make the journal a more equal col-
laboration between the ESDR and the 
SID. In addition, our editorial board 
adopted another goal of great symbolic 
and practical significance: to make the 
JID attractive to the PhD and MD/PhD 
scientists whose increasingly sophisti-
cated work was the future of biomedi-
cal research.
The fiftieth anniversary issue of the 
journal was a great success because 
it allowed us to portray the origins of 
both the SID and the JID as well as 
to dramatize the state of investigative 
dermatology as it had matured by the 
late 1980s. Founded in 1938, the SID 
and the JID were formed by the union 
of American clinicians and European 
academics fleeing political chaos and 
peril in Europe. Research in all disci-
plines of biomedicine continues to be 
enriched by the partnership of native 
and foreign scientists, which is usu-
ally a juxtaposition of the past and 
the future, of new and old ways of 
thinking. The 1988 commemorative 
issue also demonstrated the impres-
sive scope and growth of investigative 
dermatology by including 12 reviews 
on major topic areas; by reviewing the 
200 most cited papers in investigative 
dermatology; by highlighting several 
classic papers with great impact; and 
by featuring numerous other summa-
ries of the state of the field.
We succeeded in computerizing 
the process of manuscript review and 
management, and each subsequent 
editor has done more to make manu-
script review and publication more 
efficient, more interactive and more 
useful. I began my tenure as editor with 
a new publisher, Elsevier Scientific 
Publishing. The strong collaborative 
relationship with Elsevier allowed us to 
increase subscriptions, increase prof-
itability, and increase the number of 
articles we published. Subsequent rela-
tionships with Blackwell Publishing 
and now Nature Publishing Group 
have allowed the quality and impact 
factor of the journal to improve, solidi-
fying its position as the premier journal 
in investigative dermatology and cuta-
neous biology.
The accomplishment of which I am 
most proud was making the ESDR and 
SID true partners in the management 
of the journal and in the review of sub-
mitted manuscripts. In 1986, the rate 
of acceptance of articles by European 
and Japanese authors for publica-
tion in the JID was significantly lower 
than the rate for American authors. 
By involvement of ESDR members in 
all levels of journal business, and by 
a five-year program of mutual sup-
port through the members of the edi-
torial board, we achieved tangible 
improvements in the commitment of 
both societies to a journal that was 
suddenly more effective, more prof-
itable and more accessible. Greater 
access to publication was also extend-
ed to those submitting manuscripts 
from Asian laboratories, although 
the Japanese Society for Investigative 
Dermatology decided to publish its 
own journal, beginning in 1993.
In 1988, some members of the 
SID, headed by Lowell Goldsmith, 
embarked on a process of planning to 
transform the society from an organiza-
tion controlled by MD dermatologists 
engaged in research, to a scientific 
society incorporating a new generation 
of PhD and MD/PhD cutaneous biolo-
gists who were often working in basic 
science or clinical departments other 
than dermatology. The prospect of sur-
rendering control of the Society was 
too radical for acceptance by its senior 
members, but the editorial board of the 
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JID adopted the recommendations of 
this group and endeavored to transform 
the journal. The editorial board was 
enlarged to include more world-class 
PhD scientists, as was our stable of 
reviewers. The scope of the journal was 
expanded to encourage submission of 
manuscripts on genetics, biophysical 
properties of the skin, and oncogen-
esis, as well as dermatopathology and 
clinical research. Supplement issues 
of the JID were expanded to include 
highly cited reviews and highlights 
of scientific meetings. The prototype 
of such meetings was the Montagna 
Symposium on the Biology of Skin, 
which continues now in its 54th year 
as an ideal meeting of basic and clini-
cal scientists that each year explores a 
different topic, from the most funda-
mental basic science to clinical appli-
cation. Our editorial board made it 
possible for the JID to reinstate publi-
cation of this meeting supplement, and 
I was able to re-establish the vigor of 
this important meeting as its director 
after I retired as JID editor.
In reflecting on five years lashed 
to the mast of the JID, I am grateful 
for the collegial and creative interac-
tions with a superb editorial board, 
for a cooperative relationship with 
the boards of directors of the SID and 
ESDR, for the support of the admin-
istrative staff of the SID, and for an 
effective and professional relationship 
with two secretary-treasurers of the 
SID, Ervin Epstein and David Bickers. 
My editorial assistant Beverly Polt pro-
tected the journal from my inadequa-
cies through her organizational skills 
and her effectiveness with authors. In 
retrospect, my admiration for other 
JID editors has only grown. I am in 
awe of the founding editor, Marion 
Sulzberger, and his hand-picked suc-
cessor, Naomi Kanof, whose 16 years 
as editor were a true act of devotion. 
Irwin Freedberg established the affili-
ation with the ESDR, which in my 
opinion was the single most important 
action in making possible the extraor-
dinary subsequent history of this 
highly cited sub-subspecialty journal. 
Howard Baden showed us that we 
should abandon poor publishing con-
tracts and thus led us to an improved 
bottom line, which has made many 
things possible. Conrad Hauser 
accomplished many great techni-
cal and electronic improvements 
and showed how effectively the jour-
nal could be run from either Europe 
or the US with Internet technology. 
Additionally, Richard Stoughton, Ruth 
Freinkel, and Ed O’Keefe all main-
tained a high standard of publication, 
often in the face of daunting financial 
challenges. The current editor, Lowell 
Goldsmith, has always been a creative 
and energetic scientist and leader in 
academic dermatology, and he has 
applied these strengths to augment the 
importance of the JID for communi-
cating advances in cutting-edge cuta-
neous biology.
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When I took over the Journal of 
Investigative Dermatology (JID) from 
David Norris’s stewardship in 1992, 
the Journal had been growing in sev-
eral directions. The editorial board had 
been substantially expanded in 1987. 
More pages and more articles were 
being published yearly, and the speed 
of publication had increased. I viewed 
it as part of our job to continue that 
trend, widening readership and author-
ship, and to continue to modernize 
the Journal. Our work was consider-
ably facilitated when the Society for 
Investigative Dermatology, under the 
auspices of David Bickers, the secre-
tary-treasurer, negotiated a favorable 
contract with a new publisher, allow-
ing us to further increase the number 
of pages and articles published, to 
publish a separate journal for supple-
ment articles, to add a color cover, and 
to increase income to the Society from 
the Journal.
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